
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Newfields selected as a 2019 Bank of America Art Conservation Project grant 
recipient 

Grant to conserve a 400-year-old tapestry in the IMA’s Collection 

INDIANAPOLIS, Oct. 23, 2019— The Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields has been selected as a 
2019 Bank of America Art Conservation Project grant recipient to restore a tapestry in collection called 

the “Miraculous Draught of Fishes” based on a design by Raphael. The grant funding will make it possible 

for Newfields to partner with De Wit Royal Manufacturers of Tapestry in Mechelen, Belgium, to ensure 
this remarkable work of art receives the conservation it needs to be safely installed in the IMA Galleries 

for years to come.   

This 400-year-old tapestry, woven after a design by Raphael, is a rare and important work from the 

Italian High Renaissance. The pattern for the tapestry, one of 10 in a series known as the 'Acts of the 
Apostles,' was commissioned in 1515 by Pope Leo X to decorate the Sistine Chapel. The IMA’s tapestry 

was created ca. 1630 by the esteemed Brussels weaver, Hendrick Mattens. It measures 62.25 in. x 
195.25 in. and has a rich history of exhibition both at the IMA and the Clowes Memorial Hall at Butler 

University. Between these two venues, the tapestry was on nearly continuous display for approximately 

50 years, until 2011 when the artwork was deemed unexhibitable due to structural and aesthetic 
concerns resulting from continuous exposure to light and gravity.  

With the grant, the tapestry will be documented at Newfields with high-resolution photography and state-

of-the-art dye analysis. The dye analysis will explore at least 50 different samples to understand what 

dyes were used almost four centuries ago and which fibers might be contemporary repairs. Once the 
analysis is complete, the tapestry will be prepared for shipment to Belgium where De Wit Royal 

Manufacturers of Tapestry will complete the conservation treatment. The tapestry will be cleaned to 
remove grime from years of display. This will be achieved using aerosol suction that was developed and 

patented by De Wit in 1991. Support fabric will be custom dyed to match the tapestry, and this fabric will 
be stitched to the back of the tapestry to strengthen the weakest areas. Lastly, the textile will be lined 

with a custom dyed linen fabric, which will be attached to the tapestry in approximately 300 places in 

every square meter.  

“This remarkable tapestry is one of the crown jewels of the Clowes Collection here at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art,” said Dr. Charles L. Venable, The Melvin & Bren Simon Director and CEO at Newfields. 

“We are so grateful to the Clowes Fund for the gift of this rare and extraordinary example of Renaissance 

art and for the generosity from Bank of America that allows us to conserve this masterpiece.” 

This exciting conservation project is set to be completed by August 2021, just in time for the reopening of 

the Clowes Pavilion inside the IMA Galleries. When the Pavilion reopens in fall 2021, the tapestry will 
serve as an introductory artwork for the Pavilion that will house the Clowes Collection. Additional funding 

http://collection.imamuseum.org/artwork/13453/


 

for the tapestry’s conservation and reinstallation is generously provided by The Clowes Fund in honor of 

longtime president of the Allen Whitehill Clowes Charitable Foundation, William Marshall, who is retiring 
after more than 30 years of service to the Fund. Conservation oversight for this project will be by 

Amanda Holden, Conservator of Textiles at the Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields.  

 “At Bank of America, we believe in the power of the arts to help communities thrive and achieve greater 

cultural understanding,” said Andy Crask, Indianapolis Market President at Bank of America. “Partnering 
with institutions like Newfields is key to connecting Bank of America with opportunities that allow us to 

ensure that important works of art are accessible to all, now and in the future.”  

The restoration of “Miraculous Draught of Fishes” designed by Raphael is one of 22 Art Conservation 

Projects announced at this year’s selection announcement event hosted by Bank of America on October 
16 at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. Recipients in nine countries and 12 U.S. cities and 

territories are receiving grant funding through the 2019 Bank of America Art Conservation Project. 

“Miraculous Draught of Fishes” is in select company as a 2019 recipient. Other works being recognized as 

2019 ACP recipients includes “The Starry Night” by Vincent van Gogh and “The Bather” by Paul Cezanne 
– The Museum of Modern Art, New York; “Spring” by Georgia O’Keefe – Georgia O'Keeffe Museum, Santa 

Fe; ten large-scale assemblage paintings by Thornton Dial, Sr. – High Museum of Art, Atlanta; “Portrait of 
Madame Josette Gris” by Juan Gris – Museo Nacional Centro De Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid; a diverse 

selection of works at the Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico; and Scènes des massacres de Scio “The 

Massacre at Chios” by Eugene Delacroix – Musée Du Louvre, Paris. 

The Bank of America Art Conservation Project provides grant funding to nonprofit cultural institutions 
throughout the world to conserve historically or culturally significant works of art that are in danger of 

deterioration. Since the Art Conservation Project began in 2010, Bank of America has provided grants for 

more than 170 projects in 33 countries on six continents to conserve paintings, sculptures and 
archaeological and architectural pieces that are critically important to cultural heritage and the history of 

art. 

The Art Conservation Project is a key element of Bank of America’s program of arts support worldwide, 

and part of the company’s environmental, social and governance program. Bank of America believes in 
the power of the arts to help economies thrive, educate and enrich societies, and create greater cultural 

understanding. The program includes loans of its private art collection to museums at no cost, 
sponsorships, and grants to arts organizations for arts education, as well as the preservation of cultural 

treasures. For more information, please visit the Art Conservation Project website. 

Click here for artwork image and credit line. 

About Newfields 
Newfields offers dynamic experiences with art and nature for guests of all ages. The 152-acre cultural campus 
features art galleries, lush gardens, a historic home, performance spaces, a nature preserve and sculpture park. From 

inspiring exhibitions in the IMA Galleries, to concerts in The Toby, to a stroll through The Garden with a glass of 
something cold, guests are invited to interact with art and nature in exciting new ways. Newfields is home to the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, among the ten largest and ten oldest general art museums in the nation; the Lilly 
House, a National Historic Landmark; The Garden, featuring 40 acres of contemporary and historic gardens, a 
working greenhouse and an orchard; and The Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature Park: 100 Acres, one of the largest 
art and nature parks in the country. The Newfields campus extends outside of Indianapolis with Miller House and 
Garden in Columbus, Ind.—one of the nation’s most highly regarded examples of mid-century Modernist architecture. 
For more information visit Discovernewfields.org. 
 
 
 

https://about.bankofamerica.com/en-us/what-guides-us/art-conservation-project.html#fbid=MxSjK9u-OGC
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/Iv7JLEo84h
http://www.discovernewfields.org/


 

About Bank of America 
At Bank of America, we’re guided by a common purpose to help make financial lives better, through the power of 
every connection. We’re delivering on this through responsible growth with a focus on our environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) leadership. ESG is embedded across our eight lines of business and reflects how we help fuel the 
global economy, build trust and credibility, and represent a company that people want to work for, invest in and do 
business with. It’s demonstrated in the inclusive and supportive workplace we create for our employees, the 
responsible products and services we offer our clients, and the impact we make around the world in helping local 
economies thrive. An important part of this work is forming strong partnerships with nonprofits and advocacy groups, 
such as community, consumer and environmental organizations, to bring together our collective networks and 
expertise to achieve greater impact. Learn more at about.bankofamerica.com, and connect with us on Twitter 
(@BofA_News).  
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Reporters May Contact: 
Mattie Wethington, Newfields Public Relations Manager, 317.923.1331 ext. 265 
mwethington@discovernewfields.org 
  
Diane Wagner, Bank of America, 1.312.992.2370 
diane.wagner@bofa.com 
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